
Route 5: Up to Audlem and into Cheshire.
A circular route, with a short detour along the canal at
Audlem locks. The first part of the cycle route follows the
signed Sustrans route 75. Returning through the grand
country estates of Shavington Park. This cycle route is
suitable for more experienced cyclists. The road leading out
of Market Drayton can be busy at times. (Total 19 miles – plus
2 miles to Audlem).

TOURIST INFORMATION 
Market Drayton Tourist Information Centre: 01630 652139  
Email: marketdrayton.tourism@shropshire-cc.gov.uk 
Wem Infolink (Wem Town Hall): 01939 235002
Email: infolink@wem.gov.uk 
Whitchurch Tourist Information Centre: 01948 664577 
Email: whitchurch.heritage@ukonline.co.uk 
Ellesmere Visitor Centre (Mereside): 01691 622981  
Email: ellesmeretourism@shropshire-cc.gov.uk 
Shrewsbury Tourist Information Centre: 01743 281200 
Email: tic@shrewsburytourism.co.uk 
Request your copy of “Essential Shropshire”: accommodation and things to do
in North Shropshire. Available from local Tourist Information Centres 

CYCLE SHOP 
Wasp Cycles: Stafford Street, Market Drayton. 01630 655525 Shop, sales, repairs

TRAVEL INFORMATION 
Mainline Railway stations are at: Shrewsbury, Wem & Whitchurch. Trains carry
2 bikes per train (Reservations are essential). Information on all bus, coach and
train services in the Shropshire area call Traveline 0870 608 2608.
www.shropshireonline.gov.uk/travelwise.nsf
Shuttle bus services in and around North Shropshire:
www.shropshirehillsshuttles.co.uk/meresandmosses.html

CYCLING PUBLICATIONS From Tourist Information Centres.
Cycling for Pleasure in the Marches: Five Cycling maps of Shropshire 
and Herefordshire.
Secret Hills Cycle Rides (cycle rides from Craven Arms).
Shrewsbury Cycle Route and Parking Guide
National Cycle Route 45 (National Byway-North Shropshire)
Regional Cycle Route 31 (Shropshire-Oswestry to Whitchurch)
Regional Cycle Route 75 (Shropshire-Audlem to Newport)

PUBLISHED BY 
This booklet is published by North Shropshire District Council,
Edinburgh House, New Street, Wem, Shropshire, SY4 5DB
Cycle routes designed and written by Chris & Kay Dartnell of Wheely
Wonderful Cycling. Artwork by MA Creative: www.macreative.co.uk
FURTHER INFORMATION 
If you would like further information on other cycle routes within Shropshire
contact: Shropshire County Council cycling enquiries: 01743 253035
email: transport@shropshire-cc.gov.uk 

WEB LINKS
Sustrans: www.sustrans.org.uk
National Cyclists Organisation: www.ctc.org.uk
North Shropshire Tourism: www.essentialshropshire.co.uk
Market Drayton Town website: www.marketdrayton.gov.uk
Wheely Wonderful Cycling: www.wheelywonderfulcycling.co.uk

ROUTE 4 CONTINUED FROM OVERLEAF>>
3 Turn right in Stoke on Tern, cycle past the church, over the River

Tern and turn first right, opposite Cotton Farm.

4 Go through the gates at the end of the road. Cross the A53
Hodnet Bypass via the cycle track and carry straight on to
Wollerton. (TAKE CARE)

Wollerton – — Ü ≠ (The Squirrel at Wollerton).
Wollerton Old Hall Garden. A three-acre, formal garden developed
around a 16th Century house with tearoom. Open Easter to end of
August, Fridays & Sundays. (12-5pm).
www.wollertonoldhallgarden.com

5 Just past Wollerton Old Hall Gardens, turn left (next to the old
brick pound). Go over the disused railway and turn left on the
old main road to Hodnet village.

Hodnet – — Ü P  Ω  ≠ (The Bear) 
The village of Hodnet is a long established settlement predating the
Roman invasion. Next to the church is the grand entrance to Hodnet
Hall Gardens. The Hall is Victorian, but built in the Elizabethan style,
and is surrounded by a wonderful 60-acre garden. They also have a
tearoom. Open April to end of September, Tuesdays to Sundays (12-
5pm). www.hodnethallgardens.co.uk

6 From the centre of Hodnet continue on the main road (A442).
Turn left down Station Road. Go past the old station, through
the wooden gate and cross the A53 Hodnet bypass on the
special cycle track. (TAKE CARE) Continue on to Stoke on Tern
and Heathcote.

7 At Heathcote turn left at the crossroads along Rosehill Road
(next to the primary school).

8 At the junction with the A41, cross straight over (TAKE CARE)
and follow the small lane, past mill and ponds. After 500metres
fork left and cycle past Old Colehurst Manor.

Old Colehurst Manor – a medieval manor house, reputed to be the
Court of North Shropshire. A Grade 1 building rescued from
dereliction in the 1980s with restored 17th century gardens.
Occasional open days or by special appointment.
www.colehurst.co.uk

9 Turn right at the T-junction signposted Sutton. Follow this road past
the golf course and continue into Market Drayton, over Walkmill
Bridge.

START HERE: Route 5 Description
1 Leave Market Drayton on Maer Lane. Cross over the bypass and

the Shropshire Union Canal, and cycle straight on through
Betton to Norton in Hales.

Norton in Hales – ≠ (The Hinds Head)
St Chad’s church dates from the 12th century, but was rebuilt in
Victorian times. Inside you can still see a grand monument to the



ABOUT THE CYCLE ROUTES 
These cycle routes have been chosen to follow easy
gradients and minor roads. The shortest route along
the canal is the easiest. Some of the longer routes
cross busy roads, more care is needed. Cycled over a
day, with a picnic or stop at a local pub, you get a
fantastic sense of achievement, wonderful views and
a great sense of history. Cycling really is the best
way to explore this area.

WHERE TO START
All the cycle routes start from Market Drayton. Safe long stay parking
can be found at Towers Lawn and Market Drayton Swimming Centre.

Market Drayton
St Mary’s Church dates from 1150 and
dominates the town’s skyline. Built on
the rocky sandstone outcrop, this was
probably the location of a prehistoric
settlement sited to guard a strategic
river crossing. Next to the church is
“The Old Free Grammar School”
(founded in 1555); the young Clive of
India was educated here. Robert Clive made his mark in Market
Drayton by climbing the church tower, to sit astride the
gargoyles and taunt passers-by. He also ran a mini protection
racket with fellow scholars, blackmailing local shopkeepers!
When he was rich & famous he returned to Market Drayton &
built a new market hall for the town.

Henry II granted Market Drayton a market charter, way back in
1245. More than 750 years later the town’s Wednesday market is
still the biggest in the region. Local trade was greatly helped by
the arrival of The Shropshire Union Canal, built by Thomas Telford

between 1827-
1835. In the 18th
century most
canals followed
the contours of
the land. Telford
however, made
this canal as
straight as
possible by
digging deep
cuttings and high
embankments.
Locks were kept
to a minimum &
grouped together
at Audlem,
Adderley & Tyrley.

Route 2 & 3: Around Cheswardine, Bishops
Offley and Cop Mere
A brilliant cycle ride around quiet country lanes. The longer
route goes all the way to Cop Mere, the shorter route to
Cheswardine. Pubs at Cop Mere, and Cheswardine. Option to
return to Market Drayton avoiding the canal. Easy cycling with a
few short steep hills (Total 16 or 24 miles).

START HERE: Route 2 & 3 Description
1

             

Cycle out of Market Drayton on Berrisford Road, under the canal
aqueduct and turn right through parkland past Peatswood.

2

  

At the T-junction turn left towards Almington, cross Coal Brook
and cycle up to Almington.

3

  

Turn right at Almington, (signposted Hales and Chipnall) uphill
to Hales.

Hales – A traditional estate village with a grand hall, home farm and
large sandstone church. Coal Brook valley has a wonderful lake and
marsh area, teeming with bird life (flocks of Curlew).

4

    

Cycle past the church, and straight on downhill into the Coal
Brook valley (ponds and marshland on the right hand side) and
up a steep hill to Chipnall.

5

  

At Chipnall, turn left at the telephone box, towards Lipley
(signposted Chipnall Lees).

6

  

At Lipley turn right signposted Doley.

Route 2 -for the shorter route to Cheswardine via Soudley
7

    

Go straight over (signposted Newport), then follow instruction !™

  

Route 3
7

  

At the crossroads turn left signposted Eccleshall. After 100
metres turn left again signposted to Bishops Offley.

Bishops Offley, Walk Mill and Cop Mere ≠ (The Star Inn) Q ∏
Cycle through the deep sandstone cutting & you come out into
Jackson’s Coppice & Marsh Nature Reserve. The marshland has been
created by the presence of two watermills. The dam for the Walkmill
dates from 1250. Further on you come to Cop Mere, a Site of Special
Scientific Interest. The local meres were formed at the end of the
last Ice Age.

8

        

In Bishops Offley turn left at the crossroads (signposted
Croxton). Turn first right and follow the stream to Walkmill. Turn
right past the millpond, and left on the main road to Cop Mere
and the welcome sight of The Star Inn.

9

  

Return back along the main road to the crossroads at Bishops
Offley, and turn left to Shebdon. Turn first right after 1/2 mile, and
at the next T-junction turn left towards Adbaston.

0

  

In Adbaston turn right signposted Cheswardine and right again
past the church.

!¡

  

After 2 miles fork left to Soudley. Left again at the next junction,
past Robin Hood Farm and into Soudley.

!™

  

At the T-junction turn right, signposted
Cheswardine, cycle past the pub (Soudley
Arms), and continue on past a “Jubilee”
milestone (John O’Groats 454, Lands End 317
miles etc), and into Cheswardine.

Cheswardine ≠ (Red Lion & Fox & Hounds) P  •
Cheswardine is renowned for its floral
displays; it was voted one of England’s
prettiest villages and recently won a
regional Britain in Bloom award. The
sandstone church of St Swithin’s is at the
centre of the village, built on the site of
prehistoric fortifications. The church is
well worth a visit; it has a display of
paintings, drawings and photographs of
the previous churches on this site, dating
back to the 11th century - and a beautiful
interior. Next to the church is a moated
motte, the last remains of a castle built by
the Le Strange family in 1160.

!£

        

In Cheswardine, turn right at the
church, signposted Chipnall.

!¢

  

Left at the T-junction (Cheswardine
Hall), signposted Chipnall.

!∞

  

Just before Chipnall turn left
(signposted Market Drayton and
Almington), with great views across
the valley to the Hall at Hales.

!§

  

Just past Old Springs Farm fork left to Tyrley Wharf and
locks (signposted Tyrley) and return to Market Drayton
on the towpath next to the Shropshire Union Canal.

Alternative avoiding Canal
Keep right after Old Springs Farm. Turn next left to
Peatswood and return to Market Drayton on Berrisford
Road.
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Route 1: Along the Shropshire Union Canal  
There are very few suitable sections of the canal to cycle on;
this is one of them, to Tyrley Wharf. Care needs to be taken
around the lock gates. After Tyrley Wharf the track is
gradually being improved, and should soon extend through
“Woodseaves Cutting”. Woodies cafe is at the beginning of
the route (Betton Mill). There is a good picnic area at Tyrley
Wharf. (Total 4–5 miles). Easy cycling

START HERE: Route 1 Description
1

        

Follow the signed cycle route from the town centre along
Longlands Lane, Rowan Road and Balmoral Drive to the
canal.

Betton Mill
Wharf Ü y
(Woodies)
This is Market
Drayton’s canal
wharf and in the
canal’s heyday
was a hive of
activity. Apart
from the usual
coal & corn, the
wharf was also
the centre of a
thriving ”export
trade” for cheese
and milk.

2

     

Turn right along the canal towpath past Betton Mill and
Wharf. Follow a good wide track alongside the canal, over
the aqueduct (Berrisford Road) to Tyrley Locks and Wharf.
Return the same way. TAKE CARE, when passing moored
boats, there may be mooring spikes concealed on the path.

Tyrley Wharf ¢
Pronounced Turley. This section of the Shropshire Union Canal
has a flight of five locks that raise or lower (depending on which
direction you approach from) the canal by a total of 33ft. The
wharf was originally a working yard, Cadburys used it as a milk
collection point for their factory at Knighton; they had a fleet of
narrow boats which collected milk from many of the farms on
the canal until 1923.

Shropshire Union Canal – South of Market Drayton is one of
the most spectacular sections of the canal. Woodseaves Cutting,
cut out of sandstone is nearly 100ft deep. The cutting caused
Telford lots of problems, it was just too steep sided and subject
to constant landslips (still a problem today). Look out for Iron
guards fitted on bridges to prevent the chaffing of ropes; even
these have been worn down.
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A53

The Four Alls

Betton Mill Wharf

                                                         Shropshire Union     Canal 
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Route 4

Route 4: Across the River Tern to Hodnet.
Follow the River Tern to visit some outstanding gardens.
Pubs and teas at Wollerton and Hodnet. Easy cycling but the
route crosses some busy main roads. (Total 16 miles).

START HERE: Route 4 Description
1

             

From the swimming pool car park turn left along Walkmill Road,
and left again over the River Tern, signposted for the golf course.
(Sutton Road).

2

  

Cycle uphill past the golf course and straight on to the junction
of the A41. Go straight over (TAKE CARE) and follow the road
past the airfield to Stoke on Tern.

Tern Hill Airfield – The airfield started work in World War 1 as a base
for the Royal Flying Corps. In World War II it was brought back into 
use by the Royal Air Force and is now an army base. In 1989 it 
suffered an attack by the IRA – luckily no one was killed.

Stoke on Tern – ¢
St Peter’s church, built in 1874, to replace a Norman church. Look for the
grave of the “Shropshire Giant”, Thomas Dutton born in 1853, who was 
7’3”and renowned for his great strength. Next-door is a “millennium
monolith”with a special map of the parish, and picnic area.

ROUTE 4 CONTINUES OVERLEAF>>

          


