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shops and hotels. Take time out to explore the Town 
Park with its extensive network of cycle and walking 
routes and wild areas. Or visit the tranquil Granville 
Country Park, a nature reserve with richly diverse 
wildlife and fauna situated around a disused deep 
mine one mile north of the route. At Telford, connect 
with the Silkin Way (Route 55) – a mostly traffic-free 
route to Ironbridge.

Beyond Telford

Keep an eye out for Priorslee 
Hall, a brick-built 18th century 
mansion - the head offices of 
the Lilleshall company until 
1964. Today it’s part of the 
Telford campus of University of 
Wolverhampton. Pass through 
Shifnal, a small market town 
with a grand main street, many 
good quality pubs and hotels 
and a railway station. Charles 
Dickens stayed here and used 
descriptions of some buildings 
in ‘The Old Curiosity Shop’. 

Take a detour three miles 
north to visit Boscobel 
House, a fully restored black 
and white timber-frame house 
(and the site of the Oak 
Tree where King Charles II 
infamously hid from the roundheads after the battle 
of Worcester in 1651). Nearby are the remains of 12th 
century White Ladies Priory.

After visiting the RAF Museum in Cosford you can 
continue to Albrighton, a small town with pubs, a 
village green and the historic St. Mary Magdalene 
and St Cuthbert’s 
Churches (1181). 
There are railway 
stations at Shifnal, 
Cosford and 
Albrighton

National Cycle 
Route 81 
Wellington to Albrighton
Explore Shropshire’s contrasting historic villages 
and industrial new town. Make time for plane 
spotting at the RAF Museum, Cosford. 

Visitor Information Centres
Telford		01952 238008
Wellington Library		01952 244013
Shifnal Library		01952 461018
Albrighton Library		01902 372226
www.shropshiretourism.info

Attractions
1	Sunnycroft (National Trust)	01952 242884
2	Middle Pool and Trench Pool
3	Perry Way (disused railway)
4	Granville Country park (Shropshire Wildlife Trust)	01743 284280
5	Priorslee Hall			
6	RAF Museum Cosford	01902 376200
7	Boscobel House		01902 850244

Cycle friendly accommodation, cafes & pubs
8	The Smithfield, Wellington	01952 242795
9	Mollies Café, Wellington	01952 254289
!	The Bacchus, Wellington	01952 223558
#	The Pheasant Inn, Wellington	01952 408008
$	Barley Mow Inn, Wellington	01952 223688
%	The Plough Inn, Wellington	01952 255981
&	Park Hotel, Wellington	01952 223154
(	The Red Lion Inn, Wellington	01952 255658
)	Grove House Hotel, Wellington	01952 244059
*	Cross Keys Inn, Hadley	01952 245040
+	The Blue Pig, Trench		01952 603527
,	Red Lion, Trench		01952 617820
bu	The Sunshine Café, Oakengates	01952 613312
bl	Crown Inn, Oakengates	01952 610888
bm	Albion Inn, Oakengates	01952 614193
bn	Barley Mow, Oakengates	01952 272376
bo	The Royal George, Shifnal	01952 460746
bp	The White Hart, Shifnal	01952 461161
bq	The Old Bell Inn, Shifnal	01952 417777
br	Park House Hotel, Shifnal	01952 460128
bs	The Gallery Guesthouse, Shifnal	01952 462702
bt	Spiders Webb Café, Albrighton	01902 372379
cu	The Old Bush, Albrighton	01902 372898
cl	The Harp Hotel, Albrighton	01902 374381
cm	The Crown, Albrighton	01902 372204

Cycling contacts
	Perry Cycles – Wellington	01952 246625
	Trench Lock Cycles – Telford	01952 415200
	Les Edwards – Telford	01952 605213
	Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC) 	0870 8730060
	Sustrans		0845 1130065

Public transport enquiries
Traveline		0870 608 2 608
National Rail Enquiries	www.nationalrail.co.uk	08457 48 49 50
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Wolverhampton 

Ceredigion County 
Council
www.ceredigion.
gov.uk

Powys County 
Council
(  0845 607 6060
www.powys.gov.uk 
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Planes, trains and bicycles

For a fun day out in east 
Shropshire why not cycle to the 
RAF Museum at Cosford? 
This fascinating free museum 
houses one of the largest 
collections of historic aircraft 
in the UK spanning nearly 
80 years of aviation history. 
To experience three types of 
transport in one day there’s 

also the option of connecting with local trains.  

Old and new  

This section of Route 81 takes you through some of 
Shropshire’s most starkly contrasting landscapes. 
Pass through the traditional market town of 
Wellington, with its many fine Victorian buildings, to 
Telford, a modern new town with an indoor shopping 
centre, and then on 
to scenic countryside 
interspersed with small 
market towns and 
villages.

Wellington

Wellington, built on the edge of Watling Street, was an 
important medieval market town, with its first charter 
granted in 1244.

Modern Wellington is still home to regular street 
markets. It has a number of attractive buildings, 
including the 15th century Old Hall, 18th century All 
Saints church by George Stuart (architect of nearby 
Attingham Park) and 19th century gentleman’s villa, 
Sunnycroft (National Trust).

Telford

Named after Thomas Telford the famous civil 
engineer, Telford is one of the UK’s fastest growing 
and most successful new towns.  Surrounded by 
hi-tech businesses, the town centre has many cafes, 

Leaflet Ref. No: NCN8A

Discover Shropshire By Bike
It’s great to get out and about on a bike in Shropshire.  
Discover hundreds of miles of National Cycle Network 
routes along quiet lanes, explore traffic-free trails 
along old railways and waterways, follow the cycle 
rides from historic towns and get muddy on mountain 
bike tracks in woods and forests.

www.shropshire.gov.uk/cycling.nsf
Shropshire County Council 

01743 253008

National Cycle Network
This route is part of the award-winning 

National Cycle Network, a network of attractive places 
to cycle throughout the UK.  

www.nationalcyclenetwork.org.uk

Sustrans 
0845 113 0065

Shropshire County Council does not endorse any particular establishment mentioned 
herein and gives no warranty or representation, expressed or implied, as to their quality 
or suitability. See www.shropshire.gov.uk/cycling.nsf
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Borough of Telford 
& Wrekin Council
(  01952 202826
www.telford.gov.uk

Route 81 National Cycle Network 
150 miles through 
England and Wales 81



T
E

LFO
R

D

S
hifnal

C
o

sfo
rd

A
lb

rig
hto

n
K

em
b

erton

M
alinslee

D
aw

ley

S
t G

eorge’s

O
akeng

ates

H
ollinsw

ood

R
and

lay

Trench

M
uxton

D
onnington

Lilyhurst

H
eath H

ill
C

had
w

ell

B
rineton

W
eston

H
eath

D
onnington

W
ood

H
ad

ley

Leegom
ery

K
etley

A
rleston

P
riorslee

Tow
n P

ark

The
W

rekin

To
w

n
C

entre

S
tirchley

W
ood

sid
e

C
oalb

rookd
ale

Tw
eed

ale
H

alesfield

S
utton
H

ill

C
oalp

ort

B
rooksid

e
Little D

aw
ley

Lightm
oor

Little W
enlock

R
o

ute 45
M

ercian W
ay

to W
hitchurch

R
o

ute 45
M

ercian W
ay

S
tafford

 P
ark

S
hifnal S

ervices

H
aughton

R
ed

hill

The H
em

The
W

yke

R
A

F M
useum

C
osford

S
herffhales

B
urlington

W
eston

und
er Lizard

Long
N

orton

N
eachley

Lane

W
eston
P

ark

B
oscob

el
H

ouse

W
elling

to
n

A
442

A
442

A
464

A
464

A
464

A
464

A
442

A
4169

A
4169

B
4373

A
5223

A
5223

B
4379

A
4169

B
5060

B
4379

B
5314

A
5

A
41

A
41

M
54

M
54

M
54

Iro
nb

rid
g

e

M
ad

eley

Freight O
nly

G
ranville

N
ature R

eserve

S
unnycroft

R
o

ute 81
to S

hrew
sb

ury

R
o

ute 55
S

ilkin W
ay

R
o

ute 55
S

ilkin W
ay

R
o

ute 55
S

ilkin W
ay

R
o

ute 81
P

erry W
ay

R
o

ute 81

W
hite Lad

ies
P

riory

Lizard
 H

ill

HOLLIES ROAD

SUTHERLAND RD

V
IC

T
O

R
I A

 R O A D
BRIDGE ROAD

V
IN

E
Y

A
R

D
 R

O
A

D

S
up

erm
arket

SPR
IN

G
 HILL

W
R

O
C

K
W

A
R

D
IN

E
 R

O
A

D

W
rekin

C
ollege

MILL BANK

WHITCHURCH ROAD

N O R T H  RO
A

D
ADM

ASTO
N

 ROAD

W
HITCHURCH DRIVE

R
o

ute 81
P

erry W
ay

W
E

LLIN
G

T
O

N

8
1

N
ational C

ycle R
oute 81 

W
elling

to
n to

 A
lb

rig
hto

n – 16 M
iles • 26 km

C
o

d
e o

f C
o

nd
uct

ı
	

C
ycle W

ith C
are

ı
	

A
lw

ays follow
 the H

ighw
ay C

od
e

ı
	�

B
e consid

erate to other users, 
and

 give w
ay to p

ed
estrians and

 
horse rid

ers
ı

	�
Take p

articular care at junctions, 
w

hen cycling d
ow

nhill and
 on 

loose surfaces
ı

	�
R

id
e in single file on narrow

 or 
b

usy road
s

ı
	�

C
onsid

er w
earing a helm

et and
 

high visib
ility clothing

ı
	�

Fit a b
ell and

 use it – d
on’t 

surp
rise p

eop
le

Take Care

Visitor Inform
ation Centre

Café

Public House

Shops

W
ildlife Reserve

Leisure Centre

Building of Historical Interest

M
useum

Railw
ay Station

Cycle Shop

Cycle Parking

Cycle Hire

Playground

Country Park

R
oute 81 (on lanes/traffic-free)

R
oute 45 (on lanes/traffic-free)

Car Parking

Toilets

Place of W
orship

English Heritage

National Trust

Youth Hostel

R
oute 55 (traffic-free)

0
1

2

0
1

2

3
K
M

M
ILE

S

These m
ap

s are b
ased

 on 
O

rd
nance S

urvey m
aterial 

w
ith the p

erm
ission of H

er 
M

ajesty’s S
tationery O

ffice ©
 

C
row

n cop
yright. U

nauthorised
 

rep
rod

uction infringes C
row

n 
cop

yright and
 m

ay lead
 to 

p
rosecution or civil p

roceed
ings.

S
hrop

shire C
ounty C

ouncil  
100019801. 2006


