
Fine food and flyboats

Take some time to enjoy 
a quieter pace of life. Visit 
the historic market towns 
of Market Drayton and 
Nantwich, renowned for 
fine food, quality produce 
and gingerbread! Marvel 
at the wonderful views of 
Shropshire’s countryside 

from Cheswardine which was recently voted one 
of England’s prettiest villages.

Follow sections of the Shropshire Union Canal, 
built by Thomas Telford between 1827 and 1835. 
The canal was built as straight as possible rather 
than following the contours of the land, and 
consequently is marked by deep cuttings and 
high embankments. 

Get a taste for the canal’s history by stopping 
for lunch in Audlem. Local pub, ‘The Shroppie 
Fly’ is named for flyboats, the fast horse-drawn 
passenger waterbuses prevalent in the canal’s 
heyday. Another pleasant place to pause is 
Tyrley Wharf, just south of Market Drayton. It has 
a flight of five locks which raise or lower the canal 
by 33ft. Cadbury’s 
(chocolate) used 
the wharf as a 
collection point for 
milk brought in on 
narrow boats to be 
delivered to their 
factory in Knighton.
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Regional Cycle 
Route 75

Nantwich, Market Drayton and Newport
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Newport

Explore this market 
town with medieval 
origins. Planned as a 
new town in the 12th 
century, Newport 
nestles in the centre 
of a rural farming area. 
Few of the medieval 
buildings remain 
following a great fire 
of 1665, but there are 
many fine Regency and Georgian frontages. 
In recent years the biannual Nocturne cycle races 
in the town centre have been a major attraction.  

Nearby are the Harper Adams University College 
and Chetwynd Park which is the site of annual 
agricultural shows. To the south of the town 
are Lilleshall Hall National Sports Centre and 
Lilleshall Abbey, the extensive remains of a 12th 
century Augustinian abbey. 

Market Drayton

Check out the busy weekly market (Wednesdays). 
The town was granted a market charter by Henry 
III in 1245. Other points of interest include St 
Mary’s Church (1150) and The Old Free Grammar 
School (1558), attended by Robert Clive (Clive 
of India). Clive was famous in Market Drayton for 
running a protection racket amongst local shop 
keepers and climbing the church tower to sit 
astride gargoyles. 

Market Drayton has a long history of ginger 
trade and models itself as the country’s leading 
gingerbread maker with a 200 year old secret 
recipe still kept locked in the vaults of a bank! If 

Route 75 
Nantwich, Market Drayton and Newport
Follow the Shropshire Union Canal through 
picturesque countryside, quaint villages and 
historic market towns

Visitor Information Centres
www.shropshiretourism.info 
Market Drayton	 01630 653114
Nantwich 	 01270 610983

Attractions
1	 Lilleshall Abbey (English Heritage)	 0121 625 6820
2	 Tyrley Wharf (British Waterways)	 01923 226422
3	 Shropshire Union Canal (British Waterways)	 01923 226422
4	 Hack Green bunker	 01270 629219

Cycle friendly accommodation, cafés & pubs
5	 Adams House Hotel & Restaurant, Newport	 01952 820085
6	 The Royal Victoria Hotel, Newport	 01952 820331
7	 Honeysuckle Inn, Newport	 01952 814141
8	 The Swan, Newport	 01952 810126
9	 The Bridge Inn, Newport	 01952 811335
!	 Rosemont House B&B, Newport	 01952 820526
#	 Fox & Hounds, Cheswardine	 01630 661227
$ The Four Awls Inn, Market Drayton	 01630 652995
%	 The Buttercross Tearoom, Market Drayton	 01630 656768  
&	� The Stags Head, Market Drayton	 01630 657012
(	 Bridge Inn, Audlem	 01270 811267
)	� Beamans inc. the Old Priest House Coffee Shop, 

Audlem	 01270 811749
*	 Bhurtpore Inn, Aston	 01270 780917
+	 The Farmers Arms, Ravensmoor	 01270 623522
,	 Railway Hotel, Nantwich	 01270 623482
bu	 Inglenook Tea Shoppe, Nantwich	 01270 610510
bl	 Crown Hotel, Nantwich	 01270 625283
bm	 The Union, Nantwich	 01270 626046
bn	 Black Lion, Nantwich	 01270 628711
bo	 The Red Cow, Nantwich	 01270 628581
bp	 The Rifleman Inn, Nantwich 	 01270 629977
bq	 The Leopard, Nantwich	 01270 610304

Cycling contacts
	 Trench Lock Cycles, Telford	 01952 415200
	 Les Edwards, Telford	 01952 605213
	 Perry Cycles, Wellington	 01952 246625
	 Wasp Cycles, Market Drayton	 01630 655525
	 Nantwich Cycles, Nantwich	 01270 629139
	 A.F. Cycles, Nantwich	 01270 628870
	 Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC) 	 0870 8730060
	 Sustrans	 0845 1130065

Public transport enquiries
	 Traveline	 0870 608 2 608
	 National Rail Enquiries www.nationalrail.co.uk	 08457 48 49 50

Shropshire County Council does not endorse any particular establishment mentioned herein and gives no 
warranty or representation, expressed or implied, as to their quality or suitability.  
See www.shropshire.gov.uk/cycling.nsf

you want to sample some gingerbread or just 
stop for a refreshment break, Market Drayton 
has a wide range of pubs, restaurants, hotels 
and tea shops to choose from.
			
Nantwich

Enjoy this traditional market town set beside 
the River Weaver. Its quaint winding medieval 
market streets are teeming with attractive Tudor 
timber framed buildings, many of which are 
Grade 1 listed. The great fire of 1583 destroyed 
most of Nantwich. However some buildings 
survived and are worth visiting, notably St 
Mary’s Church, the town’s oldest building, and 
Churches Mansion, a beautiful timber-framed 
Elizabethan mansion built in 1577.

Nantwich is renowned for its numerous festivals 
including Folk and Roots, Jazz and Blues and 
the Food and Drink Festival. This, plus farmer’s 
markets and speciality food shops combine to 
give Nantwich a reputation for fine food. 

Take a detour off the route south of Nantwich 
to visit Hack Green Secret Nuclear 
Bunker, which would have been the region’s 
headquarters in the event of a nuclear war. 
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Discover Shropshire By Bike
It’s great to get out and about on a bike in Shropshire.  
Discover hundreds of miles of National Cycle Network 
routes along quiet lanes, explore traffic-free trails 
along old railways and waterways, follow the cycle 
rides from historic towns and get muddy on mountain 
bike tracks in woods and forests.

www.shropshire.gov.uk/cycling.nsf
Shropshire County Council 

01743 253008

National Cycle Network
This route is part of the award-winning 

National Cycle Network, a network of attractive places 
to cycle throughout the UK.  

www.nationalcyclenetwork.org.uk

Sustrans 
0845 113 0065

Leaflet Ref. No: NCN5A
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Shropshire Union Canal

R
o

u
te 7

0
C

h
esh

ire C
yclew

ay
to

 M
alp

as

R
o

u
te 7

0
C

h
esh

ire C
yclew

ay
to

 C
o

n
g

leto
n

R
o

ute 75
to N

ew
p

ort

M
A

R
K

E
T

D
R

A
Y

T
O

N

Lo
g

g
erhead

s

N
E

W
P

O
R

T

Shropshire U
nion C

anal B
ishop

s
W

ood

C
hip

nall
W

ood

B
urnt

W
ood

The
Folly

M
aer H

ills

C
hetw

ynd
H

eath

P
uleston

C
om

m
on

Forton

C
hetw

ynd
P

ark

P
uleston

S
tand

ford
B

rid
ge

H
insto

ck

C
hesw

ard
ine

C
hip

nall

A
d

b
aston

Lockleyw
ood

W
ood

seves

S
toke

H
eath

O
llerton

S
am

b
rook

E
aton U

p
on Tern

B
olas H

eath

G
reat B

olas

W
aters U

p
ton

C
herrington

P
reston up

on the
W

eald
 M

oors

K
ynnersley

E
yton up

on the
W

eald
 M

oors

C
hurch A

ston

Lilleshall

C
hetw

ynd
A

ston

Tib
b

erton

C
hild

s E
rcall

E
llerton

S
heb

d
on

D
oley

S
oud

ley

Longslow

B
etton

N
orton in H

ales

Longford

O
ld

 C
olehurst

M
anor

Tern H
ill

A
irfield

M
ill H

ouse

R
osehill

W
istanw

ick

O
akley

A
q

ued
uct

P
eatsw

ood

Tunstall
H

all

E
d

gm
ond

H
ales

O
ld

 S
p

rings
Farm

C
hip

nall
Lees

C
hesw

ard
ine

H
all

A
lm

ington

C
ob

scott

B
etton

W
ood

B
rand

H
all

R
id

gw
ard

ine

A
d

d
erley

K
nighton

B
roughton

Tunstall

H
igh O

ffley

A
529

A
53

A
41

A
41

A
529

A
519

B
5062

A
53

B
5025

O
ld

 S
p

rings
H

all

K
nighton

River Tern

B
5415

C
oal B

rook

S
havington P

ark

IghtfieldIghtfield
H

eath
C

alverhall

M
oretonw

ood

W
illaston

M
oreton S

ay

B
letchley

Ternhill
Tyrley
Locks

R
o

ute 75
to N

antw
ich

R
o

ute 75

R
egional C

ycle R
oute 75 

N
antw

ich to
 N

ew
p

o
rt – 30 M

iles • 48 km

PRATCHITTS ROW

STATION ROAD

 A530 WATER LODE

W
ATER LODE

B
EAM

 STR
EET

 A
530

WALL LANE

MILLSTONE LANE A51

C
R

EW
E R

O
A

D
 A

534

W
ELS

H
 RO

W
  A

534

QUEENS DRIVE

SHREWSBRIDGE ROAD

WELLINGTON ROAD

STATIO
N

 VIEW

H
O

SPITAL S
TR

EET
PILLORY STREET

DAVENPORT AVENUE

MANOR ROADPRINCE EDW
ARD ST

A
R

N
O

LD
 S

T
R

E ET

JAMES HALL ST REET

R
iver

W
eaver

R
iver

W
eaver

S
up

erm
arket

C
hurches

M
ansion

B
us

S
tation

S
up

erm
arket

THE GULLET

MARKET ST

NORTH CROFTS
SOUTH CROFTS

PARK V IEW

PEDESTRIANISED
AREAS

N
A

N
T

W
IC

H

MAER LANE 

 

MAER LANE

FROGMORE ROAD

GREAT HALES  

STREET

SHROPSHIRE STREET

CHESHIRE STREET

ADDERLEY ROAD

NEWPORT ROAD

HIGH ST

STAFFORD ST

SMITHFIEL
D  ROAD

TOW
ERS LW

N

BERRISFORD ROAD

M
ARKET DRAYTON BYPASS

School

School

Tow
path

Superm
arket

Superm
arket

 W
harf

& Café

Shropshire
Union
Canal

STAFFORD STREET

LONGLANDS LANE  

    ROWAN ROAD

M
A

R
K

E
T

 D
R

A
Y

T
O

N

BEAUM
ARIS ROAD

TAN BANK

W
ATER LANE

SUMMERHOUSE 

VINEYARD ROAD
LAPW

ORTH W
A Y

FISHERS LOCK

HA
M

PTON DRIVE

LOWER BAR                  HIGH STREET

FORTON ROAD

EDGMOND ROAD

SALTERS LANE
STAFFORD ROAD   A518

STAFFORD STREET

AUDLEY ROAD

NEW STREET

Superm
arket

Library

SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL

N
E

W
P

O
R

T

Take Care
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